Welcome to the 2007-2008 High School Application process! Now is the time for you to start thinking about where you want to go to high school. As you are choosing up to twelve high school programs to list on your application, please consider these tips below: 

You should: 

· Want to go to any of the choices you list on your application 

· Know the distance and travel time to each of your choices 

· Understand the level of competition for admission to each of your choices 

· Know whether or not a program you choose is part of a larger campus 

· Understand the academic and extra-curricular programs that the school offers 

· Apply to programs that can meet your needs and interests 

Using the High School Application Form which students receive in October, students select up to twelve high schools/programs. Students list their schools/programs in order of preference on the Student Program Choices page of the application. In addition, any student may apply to any or all of the six Specialized High Schools which require a separate entrance exam and/or audition.
High schools have staff that carefully reviews each of their applicants. The staff makes recommendations and ranks the students. Neither the students nor the schools are aware of the other party's ranking. This is a process bunt on student choice, and only with such a system can fairness be ensured in the matching process. 

The student will receive ONE school match that takes into account the rankings of both the student and the school/program. The student is matched with his/her highest ranked school that has also ranked them. If a student is not matched in the Main Round, he/she will be entered in the Supplementary Round. 

Resources are available for students and their families to help' them understand their options. These resources include the high school directories, high school fairs, open houses, parent workshops, guidance counselors, parent coordinators, teachers, assistant principals and principals. 

TYPES OF HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

Educational Option Programs (Ed. Opt.) 

Educational Option programs are designed to allow students of all different achievement levels entrance to a high school/program. Students applying to an Educational Option program are categorized into one of the three categories based upon the results of their 7th grade standardized Reading test score: 

Top 16% - High Middle 68% - Middle Bottom 16% - Low 

Students are then matched to a school/program using the matching process described above. To ensure that applicants have the same potential access to a program or school, fifty percent (50%) of the students in each above category are ranked by school personnel and the other fifty (50%) are randomly selected by computer from the pool of eligible students who ranked it among their 12 choices. However, any student who scored in the top two percent (2%) on the 7th grade standardized Reading test will automatically be matched to the Ed. Opt. program if he/she lists it as his/her FIRST choice. If a child is in the top two percent (2%) it is indicated on the High School Application alongside the Reading score. 

Audition Programs 

Audition programs require that a student demonstrate proficiency in the specific area for that program. For example, if a student auditions for a drama program, he/she may have to prepare a monologue as part of the audition. The audition requirements are listed with the program on each school's directory page. It is not too early to start preparing!! ! 

Test Programs 

Students are required to take the Specialized High School Admission Test (SHSAT) for entrance to one of the Specialized High Schools. There is one test for all the Specialized High Schools. Student acceptance is based on test results, student's priority order of the 


schools, and seat availability. 

Zoned Academic Comprehensive Programs 

Zoned programs are identified in relation to a specific geographical area. Students living in that area have priority for admission to the zoned program of their zoned school. A student living outside of that school or program's zone may still apply to the zoned program of that school, but he/she will not have priority admission. Students wishing to attend their zoned high school must list that school's zoned program as one of their 12 choices. Students listing the zoned program of their zoned school as one of their 12 choices will be matched to that zoned program if they are not marched to a higher choice on their application. Students are not guaranteed or given priority for a match to any program in their zoned school other than the zoned program. Zoned programs are available in most areas. 

Screened Programs 

Screened program schools use a selection method that is based on a student's previous academic record, standardized test scores, and/or attendance history. 

Unscreened Programs 

A computer randomly selects students for acceptance into these programs. However, many give priority to students who, along with their parents, participate in an orientation session or open house. For zoned programs, priority is given to students who apply and live in the geographical catchment area of the school. 
WHERE TO GO FOR HELP: 

At School: Guidance Counselors, Assistant Principals, Principal

By Phone: Call 311 (The Citizen Service Center)

Contact the school's Parent Coordinator

On the Web: The Department of Education website, schools.nvc.gov •The High School Directories:

Directory of the New York City Public High Schools 2006-2007

Specialized High Schools Student Handbook 2006-2007

Now that you have received the High School Directory, DO NOT LOSE IT!! We do not have enough to replace them. In the upcoming months, there will be parent workshops at our school to help you navigate the High School application process. Please feel free to call and set up an appointment to discuss your child's application choices. Start thinking about your choices now and you will be better prepared for the high school applications. We hope you all had a wonderful summer and look forward to meeting you soon! 

Robyn Petruskie Guidance Counselor Ext. 124 
Rossana Perez Guidance Counselor. Ext. 224 

Important Admissions Features 

            Eligibility

Eligibility explains the qualifications needed for this school. There may be a restriction or a priority based on where you live and/or go to school. In addition, some schools extend priority to students who attend their information session. 

     Site Accessibility for Students with                                                
Limited Mobility
Full, Partial or No Accessibility indicates the extent that students with limited mobility have access to the facility. 

Special Education Services 

This category lists the special education programs the school provides to students with special needs. 

     ELL 

These are programs for English Language Learners, which include English as a Second Language, Bilingual Programs and/or Dual Immersion Programs. 

Student Enrollment, Grades Served and Regents Performance 

for this school are included. 

    Program Information 



School Overview 

In Their Own Words 

This description is submitted by the school to explain its mission and approach to learning. 

Courses & Program Highlights These are the special programs, courses and/ or languages that the school offers. 

Partnerships 

Listed are the corporations, colleges and universities, institutions and organizations that work collaboratively with the school. 

Extracurricular Activities 

These are the activities, usually after school, in which students may participate. 

PSAL Sports’ Teams 

The Public Schools Athletic League sponsors competitive sports teams that participate in borough and citywide tournaments. 

School Sports 

School-based athletics/intramural sports. 

This section describes each program and its interest area. The four-character program code is an important piece of information that you will need when completing your high school application. Each program has a unique code. 

Selection Methods 

The selection method that is used to match students is listed with the program. There are currently seven types of selection methods. 

FAQs
-Does my 8th grade child have to apply to a high school?

Yes. Every public school 8th grader receives an application in the fall. High school applications are also distributed to New York City private and parochial schools.

-Can my child go to the school that his/her older sister/brother attends?

There is no priority given to siblings in the high school application process, with the exception of some Charter Schools. However, a student may list program(s) at the same school that his/her older sibling attends.

-If a child knows the high school that s/he wishes to attend, does s/he have to apply through the admissions process?

Yes, every student must apply by filing a high school application to become part of the admissions process.

-Are there any zoned high schools?

Yes. There are some zoned high schools. Priority for the zoned program is given only to students who live in the school's zoned area. All students may apply by listing the zoned program for that school on their applications.

-What information do high schools receive about my child during the application process?

Schools review the seventh (7th) grade standardized test scores in math and reading, academic record of grades in all subject areas and attendance and punctuality records.

-My child excels in one of the performing arts areas. What would you recommend?

There are a large number of schools/programs to which students may apply that focus on each of the performing arts areas. They are listed in the High School Directory. Most of these programs require that your child audition in order to demonstrate proficiency in the specific area of the program. To learn more about these schools, it is recommended that you attend their Open Houses and visit their websites.

-How do I know if the school can provide services for my child who has special needs?

Meet with your child's guidance counselor in order to explore the many programs available to meet the needs of your child. The High School Directory also identifies services available to students with special needs.

-What other factors should be considered when selecting a high school?

As you consider high school programs, we recommend that you consult the High School Directory, attend the High School Fairs and consider the answers to the following questions:

a. Where is the school located? What is the travel time?

b. How many students attend the school?

c. What academic programs are offered?

d. What extracurricular activities, clubs and sports are offered?

e. Is a test or audition needed to gain admission?

f. What opportunities are there for parental involvement and engagement?

g. What after-school academic supports are available to students?

h. Does the school provide any assistance in transitioning students into high school?I. What types of ELL services are available at the school?j. What services are provided for students with special needs?
